Longdon Life Summer 2017

Welcome to the Summer 2017 edition of Longdon Life covering Longdon,
Upper Longdon, Longdon Green and Gentleshaw

Inside this issue

x Introducing Scarlett Angel – our new editor giving teenagers a voice
in Longdon Life magazine
x Club reports and village news from around the parish
x Special Feature - Longdon Grange, The Lost Mansion
PARISH COUNCIL GRANTS – new changes to the procedure for grant
applications – see page 2
Reader discount offers from THE CHETWYND ARMS and HOT ICE –
see their advertisements for details
Student Grants from LONGDON PAROCHIAL CHARITIES TRUST
details in the Teenage Voice section

The articles and comments published in Longdon Life do not necessarily represent the views of the
Parish Council. The decision to print or not to print articles is entirely at the discretion of the Parish
Council. Published by Longdon Parish Council email longdonpc@outlook.com
The Parish Council do not endorse any advertisement but encourage parishioners to support local
business. Editorial and advertising contact Glenys Beveridge email – longdonlife.editor@gmail.com
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Parish Council Grants
The Parish Council tried a new procedure for grant applications over the past
year which has not been as successful as we had hoped and so we are
returning to the basis of applications being received and decided each month.
This does mean that for the application to be discussed at full Council it needs
to be received by the Clerk TWO WEEKS BEFORE the Council meeting and
obviously before the money is required. Below is a copy of the policy for giving
grants, which is also available on the website together with the application form. A paper copy
can be obtained from the Clerk.
The Parish Council awards grants, at its absolute discretion, to organisations which can
demonstrate a clear need for financial support to achieve an objective which will benefit the
Parish by: • Providing a service
• Enhancing the quality of life
• Improving the environment and promoting the Parish of Longdon, Longdon Green, Upper
Longdon & Gentleshaw in a positive way

IMPORTANT NOTE The Parish Council will NOT award grants to: • Private individuals for personal gain
• Commercial organisations
• Purposes for which there is a statutory duty upon other local or central government
departments to fund or provide
• “Upward funders” i.e. local groups where fund-raising is sent to a central HQ for
redistribution
• Political parties
• Religious organisations: unless for a purpose which does not promote or discriminate on
grounds of belief
This list is not exclusive, and may be added to at the council’s discretion.
Only one application for a grant will be considered from any organisation in any one financial
year.
Ongoing commitments to award grants in future years will not be made.
A fresh application will be required each year.
This will be at the discretion of the council. Grants will not be made retrospectively.

PARISH COUNCIL MEETINGS
Are held on Tuesdays at 7pm on the following dates and locations
July 11th WI Hall Longdon
August – no meetings
th
September 12 Cannock Wood and Gentleshaw Village Hall
October 10th WI Hall Longdon
November 14th WI Hall Longdon
For additional information contact The Parish Clerk via the web site www.longdon-staffs.info
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The Chetwynd Arms
57 Upper Way,
Upper Longdon
WS15 1QB
01543 490266
Nestled in the heart of Cannock Chase The
Chetwynd Arms is a family run pub and
restaurant with lots to offer its guests.
Catering for families, dog walkers, hikers and
horse riders alike, everyone visiting this wonderful
country pub will receive a warm welcome.
We have made some exciting changes in our
restaurant and we are delighted to introduce you to
NEW HEAD CHEF KEITH TAYLOR
Keith has over 20 years of experience behind him
including Italian cooking, corporate and wedding
catering and has worked for Weston Hall and
Packington Farm.
Bring your friends for a NEW
foody experience with the GRAZING MENU
A fantastic new way to enjoy eating without the
formality of restaurant dining and a great way to
change up your regular night out with friends.
And when you would like to dine with a more formal feel to your meal, come try out
Our new Summer menus created by Keith. They are enticing, different, something
for everyone and we use locally sourced ingredients.
FOOD SERVED IN THE BAR, GARDEN OR RESTAURANT
Wednesday through to Saturday 12noon – 9pm Sunday 12noon – 5pm
BAR open every day 12noon – closing
Private functions catered for. Ask for Nicola to discuss your event.
Visit our social media sites www.chetwyndarmsupperlongdon.co.uk .
Facebook The Chetwynd Arms Upper Longdon or twitter@thechetwyndarms
10% OFF YOUR FOOD BILL WITH THIS VOUCHER
Valid to End October 2017 (not to be used on Sunday or with any other offer)
The Chetwynd Arms Upper Longdon WS15 1QB
01543 490266
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Community
Communication
Cohesion
From Cllr Gina Duckett Chair Longdon Parish Council
When canvasing opinion for the
Neighbourhood Plan one of the main
reasons people gave for wanting to live in
the Parish was a sense of belonging, a
community feeling and that thought has
stayed with me ever since.

The Parish Council has produced and
displayed on notice boards in Longdon,
Longdon Green, Upper Longdon and
Gentleshaw a list of the organisations
within the Parish together with contact
details to communicate the information to
anyone interested.
If your group or
organisation is not on the list let the Clerk
know and we will add it on.

The Parish Council should be the centre of
the community and we are aware that a
community is built on communication.
As such we hold our Council meetings
every month on the second Tuesday,
except for August and December, which
are open to all to attend and a time is set
aside at each meeting for members of the
public to address the Council on anything
that may be of concern. A list of all
Councillors and their contact details are on
all notice boards and our website where we
also publish all our information and
communicate details of organisations,
useful local contacts etc so please make
use of it if you can.

In an era of digital technology, it would be
difficult to avoid emails and when trying to
communicate with as wide an audience
as possible why would you? If each
organisation or group held the email
address of all the others and sent one
email to all, advertising their forthcoming
event or joining details requesting the
recipient to pass the email on to all their
members, one email could potentially
communicate with hundreds of people.
One email copied in to all other
organisations advising of an event could
avoid events clashing and swell the
numbers in attendance. We at the Parish
Council will be doing the same.

Our Parish community has many
organisations and groups of which we can
be proud, they offer varied activities and
interests. Many of these have been around
through the efforts of their members for a
number of years however, what was made
clear at the Annual Assembly was that all
would benefit from new members and that
is where communication comes in.

The Lichfield Mercury has a weekly village
page and many local villages use it to
communicate with the wider public. The
Mercury only wants a few sentences but it
is our intention to communicate with them
to spread the word of what the Parish
Council is doing and an opportunity for any
other group to do the same, if you would
like the contact details of Jo at the Mercury
please ask Hilary our Clerk.

Longdon Life which is produced by the
Parish Council three times a year is an
excellent vehicle for communicating the
events and contact details of each
organisation and so I urge all organisations
and groups inside the Parish to use it as a
tool for spreading your message and
gaining new members.

Communication will bring us all together
to achieve the cohesion that makes our
Parish special to live in.
.
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LONGDON POST OFFICE/STORE
11 Brook End, Longdon. WS15 4PB 01543 490394
General food, household goods, confectionery & greetings cards.
Wine, beers & spirits. Cherringtons Dry Cleaning Agency.

Cooking or baking? – no need to go into town for ingredients, pop down to see us first, we
probably have everything you need

Summer holiday ‘things to do’…..Colouring books, Stationery, Glue and all sorts of
things for imaginative craft and play during the Summer holidays.
At our Post Office you can take advantage of Free banking & cash withdrawals using the majority of
high street debit cards
Pay all your utility bills, Inland Revenue & council tax.
Buy One4All gift cards

AND Have

your Amazon goods delivered to this Post Office for you to
pick up during Post Office opening hours.

Longdon Walking
Group
We walk every second
Tuesday at 10.30 a.m.

Meet at the Swan with Two Necks car
park (by kind permission of Julie the
Landlady).
Walks are fairly easy and last around 90
mins to 120 mins. We usually car share
to surrounding local areas and have found
some interesting walks close by.
Why not come and join Longdon Walking
Group, you would be made most
welcome.
For more information please
contact: Irene 490135 or Lynn 490847

Just for Fun – how many numbers between 3 and 105 are divisible by 3 and/or 5?
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Letter from the
editor

events as sometimes events clash – but
an event ‘clash’ need not necessarily be a
bad thing.

I am so happy to
welcome Scarlett to
the editorial team of Longdon Life as our
Teenage Editor. Her articles in this issue
are the start of something that the
younger generation can identify with and
we look forward to reading interesting and
perhaps challenging local topical features
that will engage the ‘younger generation’
in the coming issues.

Sometimes running two events alongside
each other can benefit both as each would
bring different people who maybe would
not have attended one or the other.
By talking things over and discussing
different ideas with an open mind can
bring new life, new people, new interest
and greater success to long established
events.
As the great Henry Ford said, ‘If you
always do what you have always done
you will always get what you have always
got.’

In her ‘Letter to the Parish’, the Chair of
the Council writes about communication
and encourages everyone to talk to each
other especially when organising village

Longdon Over 60’s Club
Why not come and join us? It’s good fun and good company. New members are
always welcome and the subscription is only £10 for a full year, plus a small charge
for outings.
Programme
13 June

Silk Mill Derbyshire— Viewing of Poppies

11 July

Afternoon Tea – Levanto

8 August

Call my Bluff

12 September

Bletchley Park

10 October

Our Daily Glynis Gayton Bread – tales of a family bakery

14 November

Henry and Audrey Clamp - Experiences of a Doctor and a
Doctor’s Wife in the 1950’s and 60’s

12 December

Christmas Party

For more information please call:
Sue Carter, Chairman

07779 789590

Irene Kemp, Secretary

01543 490135
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Longdon Cricket Clubs Annual Village Match Day

Taking place on 15th July from 10 am
@ Longdon Cricket Club
Come down for a fun filled, action packed day as the
3 villages go head to head against each other for the
right to be crowned village champion.
BBQ and drinks will be available throughout the day.

Longdon Cricket Club

To me it doesn’t matter how good you are. Sport is all about playing and competing.
Whatever you do in cricket and in sport, enjoy it, be positive and try to win.
Ian Botham
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LONGDON WI PRESS REPORT MAY 2017
Shrove Tuesday was celebrated in its traditional way by members supervising pancake
races with the children of St James. After the races the children from reception class
and classes 1 and 2, together with their teachers and helpers, came across to the WI
Hall where we provided as many pancakes as they could eat. The children were a
delight and the general consensus of the day was ‘fantastic’. We had a big ‘thank you’ from
everyone.
At our February meeting unfortunately, at the last minute, the scheduled speaker cancelled her talk
which was entitled ‘Barking Mad’. However she did arrange for a couple to take her place and they
spoke about caring for dogs. Members were disappointed that the subject of their talk was not as
expected, but did prove to be quite interesting.
March saw our Annual General Meeting when a new President was elected and a new committee
formed. After the important business of the meeting there was a ‘Call my Bluff’ competition with
two teams vying with each other to insist that their description of various incongruous words gave
their true meaning. It was a hilarious end to a busy evening.
In April we were given a most interesting cake-icing and decoration demonstration by Betty Watkin
of Armitage WI. Mrs Watkin is a very clever lady and the intricate decorations, made from icing and
marzipan, were amazing. This was a most enjoyable evening and was well attended by members and
guests.
At our May meeting we were entertained by Peter Shelley
who demonstrated the old craft of Corn Dolly making. He
began by showing us how to separate and plait the corn
before starting a design, and brought a number of works of art
using coloured straw, ranging from wall decorations with
intricate designs, to greeting cards. His figure of ‘Orinoco’
(the famous ‘Womble’ of Wimbledon Common’) was
amazing, but the ‘piece de resistance’ was a beautiful straw
doll standing 2ft. high which he bought on one of his travels.
He was a charming and informative speaker, and his talk will
be remembered by everyone.
On May 5th members had an afternoon visit to Ingestre Hall
arranged by one of our members. We were invited to
afternoon tea and given a tour of the Hall, with a visit to the
Ingestre Church which was designed by the architect of St
Paul’s Cathedral, Christopher Wren who was apparently a
friend of the previous owner of the hall. Members had a most
interesting afternoon when they learned its history and enjoyed tea and cakes served in the Orangery.
Some members helped St James again this time by serving refreshments at their Maypole Dance.
This was a lovely afternoon and we were thanked profusely by the School.
We were pleased to enrol some new members this year to swell our numbers, but
would love to invite any one to join us at one of our meetings where you will be most
welcome. Meetings are held on the first Wednesday in the month.
There are no strangers here, only friends you have yet to meet - William Butler Yeats
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Longdon Flower Club
Longdon Flower Club is a small friendly Club. We welcome people of any
age or ability. It is open to everyone who wishes to learn the art of flower
arranging or simply wishes to meet up with like minded people.
Our resident demonstrator, Hannah from Ivison Florist in Lichfield, inspires us with her new and
exciting floral arrangements.
No experience is necessary as there is always help at hand for new members and visitors who will
be made very welcome.
PROGRAMME FOR 2017 2018
17 May

Springing into Summer

21 June

Flaming June

19 July

Magical Moments

16 August

Garden Visit

20 September

Foliage Arrangement

18 October

Arrangement incorporating a piece of wood

15 November

Berry Time

26 November

Christmas Demonstration — Sandra Gunner NAFAS Demonstrator

20 December

Christmas Party and Arrangement

17 January Annual Christmas Meal
21 February

Green and White

21 March

March Winds

18 April

AGM

Flower Club Meetings are held on the third Wednesday of each month at 7.30 p.m. in the WI Hall.
For more information please contact Irene 490135 or Carol 490888
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CANNOCK WOOD AND GENTLESHAW VILLAGE HALL REPORT
MAY 2017
The hall continues to be used by our loyal user groups and an increasing number of outside
organisations. The most important addition this year being the Staffordshire Branch of the
Pre School Alliance. The take up for this service has been rather disappointing so far, but if
eventually successful will run for three hours every day of the week Monday to Friday
during term time.
The hall is used at weekends increasingly for various parties and the occasional
wedding; this brings in much needed income. The hall has its own alcohol
licence, but for major events we bring in an outside bar. This has proved to be
quite problematic this year because of changes in management of local pubs.
Our present and hopefully future supplier is through Premier Inns.
Our regular fund raising events have been very successful this year. The Mulled
Wine Evening had a record number of stalls, which were very busy all evening. Once again
Father Christmas managed to find the time to visit his grotto and talk to the children. Many
thanks as always to Alastair Chapman .
The profits made were split equally between the hall and Christ Church Gentleshaw.
There is a potential problem in the future in that the village will have to fund the buying and
erecting of the large tree, and the installation of the lighting.
The day after the Mulled Wine the Welfare Group had their annual lunch which was as
always very popular.
In January we had the regular visit from the Fashion Show .This year the hall
was full to capacity. This is a great social evening for the ladies and hopefully
some bargains were available. Many thanks to Dorothy Poynton and anyone
else involved in the organisation of the event.
Trek and Troff was well attended in July, thanks to everyone who took part
and particular thanks to the WI for the bacon butties and tea.
Wine and Cheese events organised by Sue Janes continue our education, and are a great
social night out.
The regular bi monthly quizzes are growing in popularity,
Thanks to Mike Rachel and Sue.
Many of the events have been popularised by our website which is always up to date and a
mine of information. Thanks to Annette Johnson for her stalwart efforts.
During the year we have managed to achieve two major steps forward regarding
maintenance. The car park light has been installed which is a major boon particularly in
winter months, and the geriatric boiler has at last been replaced which is proving very
efficient and will hopefully save us some money. Both of the
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initiatives were made possible by the tenacity and hard work of Richard Poynton, in addition
to his normal responsibility for the upkeep of the hall.
We have two possible projects for the future; the repainting of the kitchen and the fitting of
new work surfaces which is somewhat overdue. We also want to purchase a defibrillator for
the hall. Hopefully monies raised on the quiz nights and the hall will facilitate this.
Finally my thanks to everyone that has used the hall for any reason during the
year and also to the members of the Committee, particularly Annette Johnson
our secretary, Marion Tait our bookings secretary, and Roger Cowling our
treasurer who have given their time to make the hall function smoothly.
Bob Shelley Chairman

YOUR LOCAL RELIABLE WINDOW CLEANER
Based in Longdon Village, you can depend on a reliable and
friendly service, giving you a top class
professional job. No Streaks, No Smears - Just
GLEAMING WINDOWS! And my price includes frames and sills
Have you looked at your gutters recently – are they dirty and spoiling the
look of your house, I can clean them and clear debris out too

For a quotation, please call Neil 01543 493287 or 07962 979 243
CLEARING OUT CUPBOARDS, GARAGES, LOFTS?
LICHFIELD AND RUGELEY RECYCLING CENTRES
Tel: 0300 111 8000 or 01785 277452
recycling@staffordshire.gov.uk
LICHFIELD: Witley Drive, Trent Valley Road, WS13 6EU
RUGELEY Station Road, Rugeley.
WS15 2HE

Opening Hours (BST) Sun 26 March - Sat 28 October 2017
LICHFIELD
Monday and Tuesday – Closed
Wednesday, Thursday, Friday 9am - 6pm

Saturday and Sunday 9am - 5pm

RUGELEY
Wednesday and Thursday – Closed
Monday, Tuesday and Friday 9am - 6pm

Saturday and Sunday 9am – 5pm
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Longdon Grange: This fascinating article has been sent in to us by
Gareth Evans
Part 1 - The lost mansion and home to prolific family of Victorian artists
"I wonder what Longdon Grange actually looked like?" asked my mother last Christmas.
Out of curiosity, I Googled 'Longdon Grange' to see what I might find, but searching the internet
came back with nothing. I began to dig deeper and reached out to local history societies for any
information or images, but they were also stumped. It seemed unlikely we would find anything until I
received a reply from the Lichfield Record Office:
‘Thank you for your email. I’m not aware of any images of Longdon Grange held in our
archival collections, but there is a small piece about the property in The ‘Mercury’ Series:
Descriptive Articles on Mansions and Country Seats of Staffordshire and Warwickshire (published in
1899 by Edward Brown). The entry reads as follows:
''This elegant-looking building occupies a site which was chosen on account of the beautiful view it
commands of the surrounding country, the scenery around being of a very beautiful and picturesque
nature. The Grange, which formerly went by the name of Bumblekite, was erected by Rev. Louis
Petit about 40 years ago. It was built in the style of an Italian Villa, and consisted of one storey only,
the principal feature of the structure consisting of the Hall, which is 48 feet in height.'

So who was Rev. Louis Petit?
The Reverend John Louis Petit (1801-1868) was an author,
amateur architect and popular lecturer on church
architecture in the Victorian era. He was also a talented and
prolific artist who produced both pen and ink and water
colour illustrations that were used to accompany his writings
on the subject.
The Petits were a well-to-do family of clergymen,
intellectuals and landowners from Lichfield. Petit was the
eldest of ten children and had a close relationship with a
number of his sisters who were also amateur painters. They
often accompanied him on sketching expeditions in the
Lichfield area.
As an amateur architect, Petit contributed to some alterations to St. Paul’s Cathedral. He
additionally designed and supervised construction of two buildings: a small chapel near Barmouth in
Wales and 'Bumblekyte Manor', built on the area of Upper Longdon we now call The Grange.
Construction began in 1855 and Petit painted two
watercolour sketches of the building being erected.
He would exhibit these and the plans of the
building at the annual Architectural Exhibition, in
London, in 1856.
Petit kept Bumblekyte Manor as a summer house
that he and his artistic sisters would frequent when
not at their family home in Lichfield.
The design of the house in Upper Longdon, like the
chapel in Wales, reflected Petit's interest in
Italianate architecture and his eccentric character.
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What is a Bumblekyte?
The hall is referred to as Bumblekyte, Bumblekite and occasionally Bumbledyke Manor or Villa, and
also, confusingly (but rather more sensibly) as Longdon Ridge. William Thomas Fernie's book
"Herbal Simples" from 1895 describes:
BLACKBERRY - Blackberries go often by the name of "bumblekites," from "bumble," the cry of the
bittern, and kyte, a Scotch word for belly; the name bumblekite being applied, says Dr. Prior, "from
the rumbling and bumbling caused in the bellies of children who eat the fruit too greedily."
Basically, it's a slang term for wind caused by eating too many blackberries!
Even today blackberry bramble bushes are plentiful in Upper Longdon, so this strange, funny,
childish name does make sense.
Petit died at his Lichfield residence in December 1865 from a chill caught while sketching in the
countryside
Upon his death, Bumblekyte was inherited by his
sisters who rechristened it the more sensible
'Bramble Villa' and the surrounding estate as 'The
Brambles'. Certainly this is how it appears in the
1882-1883 Ordnance Survey map. The building
shown on the map is clearly the same as Petit's
sketches. In fact on the back of one of the paintings
is a rough pencil plan of the hall that can be overlaid
almost exactly onto 1882 map. Sadly, only small
sections of the perimeter walls of the grounds
survive today, visible in a few places on Upper Way,
Grange Hill and Lower Way.
Petit's name and reputation faded in the years following his death. However, recently this has
started to change with his art work attracting newfound attention and, in course, finding their way to
auction - a funny turn for illustrations never intended to be
sold.
During the course of my research I made contact with the
Petit Society, whose aim is to re-establish his standing as
an artist and writer. They have amassed a large collection
of his works which include a number of paintings of the
countryside surrounding Bumblekyte - views that will be
familiar and still visible to residents of Upper Longdon
today. Pictured right is a likely view of Dark Lane.
So how did Bumblekyte/Brambles Villa become Longdon
Grange?

Next time: Part 2 - "To the Grange, and don't spare
the horses!"
(There is still more information to be discovered and it would be greatly appreciated if anyone with
local knowledge and/or photos gets in touch. A website about all the findings will be constructed in
the near future)
Photographs courtesy of the Reverend Petit Society, rights reserved. http://www.revpetit.com
Gareth can be contacted at: Bumblekyteandbeyond@gmail.com
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A Walk from the
Red Lion on the
3rd March, 2017 in
aid of the Midlands Air Ambulance

We are

Rose & Teal

We could not believe that this Saturday
morning dawned so beautiful, because the
previous day and most of that week had
been wet and sometimes very wet.

…..and we are Really
Great Decorators
(even if we do say so ourselves !)

Paul our Landlord at the Red Lion
provided delicious bacon sandwiches to
give us energy for the walk, along with
copious amounts of tea and coffee.

We are BRIAN & MAXINE CRADDOCK,
we live in Longdon,
and we are proud of the work we have
done in the homes around the villages.

There were approximately 45 people who
gathered for this event, along with many
and various types of dogs. The route we
took followed public footpaths over Cleat
Hill through Lysways Park and then onto
Seedy Mill Golf Course, eventually coming
out on to Lysways Lane and returned to
our starting point.

From small rooms to the whole house, we
can help you with colour matching,
colour changing, wall papering, special
designs and so much more.
Specialist interior, exterior painting and
decorating service
Great service and great value!

Thank you to everyone who contributed in
any way and the total raised was £365.

Please call us to discuss you needs,
we would love to hear from you.

Paul organised another walk for the Air
Ambulance on Saturday 20th May, and
again it was supported by a crowd of
approximately 40 (with dogs of course)
who walked in fine weather, until they
returned to the Red Lion when right on
time it started to rain!!!!

Call 07592 541396 or 01543 492835
maxine@roseandteal.co.uk

ARE YOU AWARE THAT

The funds raised on this occasion
amounted to £165,
so very well done everybody.

Any parishioner may come along to a
council meeting to listen to what is
discussed?

March and May walks raised £530

Some of the items your money goes
towards buying…

AND if you have any niggles, concerns or
suggestions you are very welcome to come
to the Council Meetings and raise them
with the Councillors?

Flight suit = £350 Ventilator = £4,000
Helmet = £1,500
RTC helmet = £100
Safety boots = £100 High vis jacket =
£250
Response bag = £600 for a pair

We have tried to obtain a
crystal ball, but alas, they
are very rare, so we can only
resolve things that we are told about.

Information taken from the Midlands Air
Ambulance web site – Editor
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Scarlett Angel,
Youth Editor
Hello everyone, I’m Scarlett and I’ll be writing for Longdon Life.
Glenys recently asked for help with the magazine and I have
come on board to contribute new ideas, develop a teenage
section and generally help with anything I can.
A big push towards joining the magazine is that I’m currently completing my Duke of
Edinburgh award; we have to complete 12 months of voluntary work and Longdon Life is a
great way for me to complete this. Along with volunteering I also have to practice a skill,
such as cooking, and partake in an activity, such as a sport. Finding volunteer work as a 15
year old is quite challenging, and is something that was quite difficult to acquire.

I have lived in Longdon my whole life and think
the magazine is a great way for the community
to know each other and what’s happening
throughout the village and surrounding areas.
I look forward to contributing towards Longdon
Life and hope my suggestions and ideas are
interesting and will hopefully benefit the
Magazine.

.

Teamwork and rucksacks- two of the hardest
Duke of Edinburgh.

The Valley we walked several miles through
during both expeditions.
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My D of E group walking Tisslington Trail during
day 2 of our practice expedition.
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I like cooking, and so do my friends,
and here is a great recipe to try AND you can buy all the ingredients at our
very own shop Longdon Post Office & Store.
Below is the pricing at our shop for anyone making this delicious pudding!
(Prices correct at time of publishing)
Orange Cream sent in to us by Angela
INGREDIENTS
1 tin rice pudding £1.00
1 tin mandarin
Segments 59p
1 (orange) jelly 55p
1. Make the jelly but only with half a pint of water. Leave to
cool.
2. Empty the tin of rice pudding into a basin.
3. Drain the mandarin segments- save a few for decoration.
4 Mix together the pudding and mandarin.
5. Once cool enough mix the jelly
6. Place into separate sundae dished and place in the fridge to set.
We’d love to know if you made this recipe and how you enjoyed it!

LONGDON PAROCHIAL CHARITIES TRUST
Registered Charity 220316

STUDENT GRANTS AVAILABLE
Applications from residents of Longdon or Gentleshaw are invited for
two types of student grant:

x A grant to parents of 6th form students to help towards the cost of
home-to-school travel
x Grants to students on university courses or similar
All applications will be treated in strict confidence.
Please apply to:
The Chairman, Parochial Charities,
18 Church Way, Longdon, Rugeley, Staffs. WS15 4PG
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GROWING UP IN THE VILLAGE/ THINGS TO DO
by Youth Editor Scarlett Angel
Growing up in a village is a multitude of things; at times it’s isolating and
frustrating and others it’s wonderful and beautiful. Living in Longdon gives you
the freedom to roam the fields and explore the Chase. You create dens in the
fields and run from the cows. You know everyone and most people know you.
The community in Longdon is wonderful, people are friendly, the pubs are
usually filled with laughter and everyone really has a sense of pride towards
the village. There are various clubs, activities and recently the social club has
reopened!
Yet living in Longdon as a child and teen can also at times be incredibly
frustrating. Your friends live in Lichfield, there isn’t a running bus route and
sometimes the lack of kids your age to hang around with only makes for boring
days in summer when you’re stuck wondering “How exactly am I going to fill
these 6 weeks?”
Something that would majorly fill this void is having a place to go to
within the village; possibly a park or even a youth club? Walking and bike
riding is great, you see a lot of the local landscape and it certainly fills the
days, however biking to Lichfield isn’t always an option and a running bus
route would really benefit teens whose parents are probably tired of giving a lift
every few days. Whilst there is a bus service in Armitage, Longdon itself isn’t
included in it.
Recently, a service has been introduced called ‘Dial a Bus Service’, it
runs Monday-Friday from 9:30am-3:00pm. You have to ring before 4pm prior
the day before you wish to travel. (More information in the Dial-A-Ride notice
in the magazine)
Growing up a village kid gives you the type of childhood where your
hands are muddy from playing in the Chase and your legs are tired from biking
all over. Longdon is a beautiful village full of great people and one of the nicest
areas you could live. Growing up here is possibly one of the best and worst
experiences but I doubt I’d change it.
If you would like to see something discussed or featured in
Young Voices section of Longdon Life, please Contact
Scarlett via email longdonlife.editor@gmail.com
and in the subject box TEENAGE VOICE
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BEST KEPT VILLAGE CHILDREN’S POSTER COMPETITION 2017
Longdon Parish Council received 88 posters from the children of St. James C of E Primary
Academy. A judging panel consisting of Councillors Fullwood and Taylor and Mrs Eva
Overton from Longdon Post Office and Store met and chose a winner and runner up from
each class along with Special Commendations for 4 children in reception. All posters were
then laminated and can be seen displayed in the Post Office and Store window and on all
notice boards in Longdon/Longdon Green and Upper Longdon.
On Monday, 15th May, 2017 Councillor Taylor
attended the school assembly and in company
with the Head of the School
Mr Dobson they presented all prize winners
with Certificates, WHS Gift Vouchers donated
by LPC along with sweets for every pupil at the
school.
From the 10 prize winners permission from 3
children has been given for their posters to go
forward into the Community Council of
Staffordshire
BKV
Children’s
Poster
Competition of which the winners will be
chosen by the BKV
Working Group and announced at the Presentation Evening in
early September…….
So Good Luck to Ellie Zafiri (aged 10yrs),
Jacob Fox-Bailey (aged 10yrs) &
Lewis Trotman (aged 9 yrs).
All the posters were so colourful and incorporated all the
elements of the BKV competition.
WELL DONE EVERYONE. Councillor Ann Fullwood
2nd place Jack Parton
1st place Daisy Attridge
Top poster 1st place Ellie Sapiri
2nd place Jacob Fox-Bailey

Left to right
1stplace
Lewis
Tropman
2nd place
Holly Larkin
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1st LONGDON BROWNIES
We had a great
night preparing for
the Royal
celebrations in the
Village in June.
We do lots of exciting
things at Longdon
Brownies. We like doing
lots of crafty things,
games, brownie badges,
special challenge badges
and learning good lessons and every now and then we get to go on Brownie
Adventures and Brownie Camp.

The Brownies meet Tuesday in the Village hall during term time.
Brownies is for girls aged 7 – 10
Contact Monique Worth - KOOKABURRA OWL
longdonbrownies@hotmail.co.uk

“Are we nearly there yet?”
Journey ‘Spot It’ for little back seat passengers…..

You can make lots of these with your little ones before long car journeys and let the children
suggest some ‘spot its’ of their own….
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LONGDON PRE-SCHOOL –
CATCH UP

For our part we will be receiving visits from
Reception Teachers and Teaching
Assistants at the setting, with them joining
in our activities, providing opportunities to
talk about school and how they feel. We will
be practicing putting on and taking off
coats, shoes and getting ready for P.E. –
this is an area where children can get
flustered so a little practice is useful both at
Pre-school and at home.

We often ask where does
time go but this term really
has flown by. During this
term the staff are at their
busiest
arranging
transition meetings with
school teachers, writing reports and “filling
any gaps” for the children that are ready to
leave our Pre-school to continue their
educational journey and go to primary
school.

If you do have any queries or concerns
please speak either to us at Pre-school or
contact your chosen school, who will be
happy to help.

It is an exciting time for them but can also
be an anxious time , which is why having a
relaxed approach is so important. We all
encourage the children by saying things
such as “When you are a big boy/girl and
go to school…..” or even “You won’t be
able to do that when you are at school” but
the reality of it is that the children might be
just a bit anxious about joining the “big”
children at school, or leaving the familiarity
of Pre-school where they know everyone,
the routine and are confident in their places
there. It is important to talk about going to
school, the routine of getting there on time,
things that they might need (school bag,
P.E kit, lunch box etc) all the fun things that
they will do – after all “Learning should be
fun” and schools today try to ensure that
children learn through a range of ways to
get the very best from their learning
experience.

For all our children leaving us to go to “big
school” – Good Luck to you all. We have
enjoyed having you as part of our group
and we know you will all enjoy the next
steps to your learning journey.
To celebrate their moving on we will be
holding an end of term party where all of
our school leavers will be given a send off
and a gift as a reminder of their time at Preschool.
***********************************************
The children have been incorporating a
range of topics and themes into their
learning. Little Learners have used Elmer
and the Rainbow as part of their maths
learning, identifying and fixing shapes,
estimating how many they would need and
incorporating their PSE (Personal, Social &
Emotional) learning using the rainbow to
identify their thoughts and feelings, how
they can be helpful and kind and setting
their own boundaries and rules. Whilst the
Little Explorers have been examining
counting and comparisons within the
natural world. They have used our Bug
Hotel to seek out insects so that they can
count various characteristics, make
comparisons, identify patterns and
symmetry and understand more of the
natural world and how to take care of it. Our
Little Stars have enjoyed the Hungry
Caterpillar and The Angry Ladybird and
have used a wide range of resources to

If your chosen school offers introduction
days – please attend them. These will
really help your child to familiarise
themselves with the class room, layout of
school, staff – even if they don’t remember
their names , they will recognise friendly
faces and importantly getting used to the
noise and bustle of a school. It is very
different to a Pre-school or Nursery and for
some children it takes some getting used
to e.g bell ringing to indicate end of lesson
etc.
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extend and develop the stories to extend to
a wide area of learning. They have looked
at mini- beasts, counting and sorting,
looking at healthy eating and dealing with
how they feel, sharing, taking turns and
being kind and helpful to one another. A
selection of some of the activities can be
found on our facebook page.

especially at weekends or during holiday
time.
We would like to thank Val Passey who
has helped the children with their
gardening project. Peas, carrots, beans
and potatoes have been planted and are
growing nicely – who knows we may win a
prize at the Produce show! The children
take so much learning from this
experience and enjoy being outside and
seeing the fruit of their labour.

The Pre-school are very proud to
announce that the three defibrillators are
now all in place with just The Chetwyn
Arms waiting for the electrician to secure
theirs. We would like to thank everyone
that has contributed or helped in any way.
These defibrillators are so important
particularly in areas where medical help is
not always readily available and could
make all the difference for anyone
becoming ill. If you are interested in
receiving training to use these devices,
please contact us for details. It is a short
presentation with an opportunity to try out
what you have learnt. We would
recommend all groups or clubs to
undertake this training.

We hope you have a lovely summer –
stay safe and look forward to seeing
everyone in September. There are some
places available for September but we are
filling them quite quickly. If you are
interested or you know someone who
might be please contact Chris Wilson at
the Pre-school.

THE PARISH COUNCIL
IS DELIGHTED TO
WELCOME

The Pre-school is a voluntary organisation
and so we rely heavily on fund raising and
some Government funding. Our outdoor
play area was recently damaged with
several items, including the playhouse
needing replacement (windows were
broken, floor damaged and graffiti inside
the house) many of the items were strewn
outside and were damaged by the heavy
rain. In order to try and raise funds to
replace these items, the Pre-school are
holding several fund raising events. A two
day cake sale started us off to raise funds
and to provide an opportunity for parents to
chat and meet new parents and sample
home made cakes. We will be attending
events with our Tombola stall – so if you
have any unwanted items that we could
use we would be very grateful. Raffles and
a range of other ideas have been put
forward.
We would ask that people respect our
property and do not enter the play area

ELAINE STEVENS
Our new Parish Councillor
Please see our web site for contact details
for all of your Parish Council Team
www.longdon-staffs.info/council

To advertise your business or event
contact longdonlife.editor@gmail.com
Quarter page advertisement £10
Half page £20 Full page £40
Club reports FREE
Please support our advertisers and
contributors and help to keep
Longdon & Gentleshaw lively and
thriving communities
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Strange Happenings in
Grandma’s Garden
At last the sun was shining and the rain had
stopped. “Oh good,” thought grandma,
“today I can get out into the garden and sort
out all those weeds and flowers.” So
straight after breakfast she went into the
garden and started digging and weeding. It
was lovely and quiet, just a little bit of birdsong to keep her company. Then, suddenly
there was a loud Crack! Whatever could
that be grandma thought, and then it
happened again – Craaaaack - even
louder this time.

Still grandma couldn’t see what could
make that noise. Maybe it’s my old bones
cracking she thought. I think I’ll go and
make a cup of tea.
As she went into the house she noticed
nestled at the bottom of a tree, a stone
dragon,

Grandma looked around the garden. She
could see the flowers that had started to
bloom but they were silent. Over the hedge
the horses were nibbling
the grass but the grass
was soft and they did not
make a noise. Then she
heard a shivery tinkle, just
as though someone very
small was laughing – but
she couldn’t see who it
might be.

beautiful and blue and it was posed coming
out of an egg.
No grandma thought don’t be silly it is a
stone ornament and could not make that
loud noise, and off she went for her cup of
tea.
As soon as she had gone indoors, that
tinkling laughing sound came again. It was
the little fairy. She was calling to the dragon
to come and give her a ride around the
garden before grandma
came back.

Grandma looked up, there
was the little fairy chime
bells and they were jingling
even though there was no
wind.
One of the little blue tits must have landed
on the bells and made them ring she
thought. But still nothing that could make a
loud crack could be found. So she went
back to her weeding and planting. And yes,
you’ve guessed right, it came again that
loud Crack!

For you see the little
dragon was the fairy’s
special friend and he
carried her on visits to friends and to do
good deeds each night. But today the sun
was so lovely and warm, the dragon and
the fairy had woken up early and wanted to
stretch their wings.
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Poor grandma had been startled by the
noises, they hadn’t meant to frighten her,
but they couldn’t let her know that they
were special creatures and only looked as
though they were made of stone.

What colour would your dragon be?

We know that the little fairy helped the blue
tits stay safe from the big hawk. She had
many good deeds to do each day and
having the little dragon was a great help.
“Now Turquoise” (for that was the
dragon’s name) said the little fairy, “you
will have to be a lot quieter if you are to
stay out in the sunshine. We don’t want
grandma
to
get
nervous
in her own
garden.”
The little
fairy took
the dragon
around the
garden for
some
exercise,
and he quickly ate up some of the weeds.
This will help grandma and then they will
both be ready to do their good deeds
tonight.
I’m certain there are some children who
have been good today and deserve a
special shell or pretty stone left for them to
find as they play in their garden.
I wonder if there are any children listening
to this story who have found a special shell.
Perhaps it was left by the fairy and
Turquoise the dragon.
Goodbye for now
Copyright Mary Birchenall
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1st LONGDON GUIDES
Two of our girls have been selected to represent
Staffordshire on an International Guiding trip as part of
the Midland Regional trips EMILY
WORTH will going to ICELAND and
REBECCA WALTON will be going to
TAIWAN. They both will be
fundraising for it over the next 18
months. If you see them at the
Village Fayre then, please show your support to them.
Good Luck Girls!
Longdon guides would like to thank everyone who came out
to support the Duck race over the May bank holiday. The
guides as usual had a great time and all got wetter than the
ducks.

Longdon Guides entered a float
for the 3rd year at the Lichfield
Bower this May and again took a
prize for our float design. Our
theme was 100 years of
Girlguiding in Staffordshire.
There are many celebrations
going on all over the county
from sleepovers, parties to
major events.
1st Longdon Guides meet every Thursday in term time and is for girls aged 10- 16.
Email - longdonguides@hotmail.co.uk Monique Worth
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LONGDON VILLAGES COMMUNITY GROUP
Raising funds to support the community
The Longdon Villages’ Community Group have had a busy Spring with our successful events held in
the local Villages. In March, we held a Village family quiz at St James Primary Academy which was a
huge success. We clearly have some very knowledgeable people living amongst us!....
In May we launched our Coffee & Craft
morning which will run continuously on the third
Thursday every month at the WI Hall in Longdon
Village. Come and join us for a coffee or tea,
biscuits, reading of daily newspapers, engage in
some craft activities and most importantly have a
chat with local people. Come along to meet
friends new and old, male and female of any age
and suggest any further idea’s of what YOU would
like this relaxed ‘getting the Community together’
event to consist of!
On June 4th, you may have joined us to celebrate The Queen’s 65th Sapphire Anniversary of being
on the Throne. No matter the weather, we enjoyed a regal red, white & blue Picnic on The Green with
BBQ, refreshments and fun games that all the family joined in with. Buckingham Palace was recreated - even members of the Royal family attended to join us!....
On July 1st, we joined forces with St James Primary Academy to hold the 2017 Summer Fair. There
were stalls galore, games, activities and a host of entertainment provided to keep everyone happy
whilst we enjoyed refreshments from the Outdoor bar, Pimms Tent and even a vintage Tea Room.
Our next event is the second Villages’ Pet Show on Sunday 17th September in Longdon Village
Hall. Last year entrants included a variety of dogs with waggy tails, big woofy smiles, most obedient,
best trick and even the loudest bark! Also exhibited were a snake, hamster, gerbils, chickens, a black
rabbit, kittens, a gold fish, tortoise, Bearded Dragons, a skunk and a billy goat! We want you all back
again along with any new entries that would be very welcome.
Still to come this year, we are planning the following events:
St James Christmas Fayre - November tbc
LVCG AGM - 23rd November
Carols on The Green - Friday 1st December
Villages’ Christmas Pantomime - Saturday 9th December
Please keep a lookout on the local Village Notice boards for further information and come along to
join in our fun events!...
The aim of our group is to bring about more Community cohesion by organising village events and
raising funds to help support local organisations and residents. We meet monthly at one of our three
local pubs for a social hour of discussing ideas and planning events. If you feel you could help the
group and / or have any ideas for Village events, activities or would like to submit a bid for a
Community financial donation, then please contact:
longdonvcg@gmail.com
Joan Fox 01543 493539

Sharon Bedlow 01543 491932

We would love to hear from you!

Wendy Neary 01543 493623

LVCG Secretary - Sharon Bedlow

25

Longdon Life Summer 2017

Longdon Friends of St. Giles Hospice
I am pleased to say that so far this year, a total of £4,238.00
has been forwarded to the Hospice.
Thank you to “Must” management for once again hosting our Indian banquet on 14 th March.
This was very well supported and a great time was had by all, raising a total of £865.00.
On Saturday, 1st April 2017 an Easter extravaganza was
held by Jill and Steve Warwood at their home, “Eastcote”,
Stockings Lane. An amazing total of £984.00 was raised
on the day. Donations received later increased the total to
over £1000.00. Many thanks to them for their hospitality
and to everyone who supported this event.
The Plant sale was held on
7th May 2017. It was
extremely popular and
£815.00 has been forwarded
to the Hospice. Many thanks
go to those who donated
plants, worked hard and to
the many people who came to this event.
Still to come……

On Sunday, 2nd July, 2017 we are having a “Mad Hatters” Tea
Party kindly hosted by Jane Stevenson, 30 Upper Way, Upper
Longdon from 2.00 p.m. onwards.
Nicola and Gary at the Chetwynd Arms are hosting another
“Chetfest” on 22nd July 2017. Last year’s was a superb success. Tickets priced at £10.00
are available, just pop into the pub and get yours, numbers are limited.
On Saturday, 2nd December 2017, from 10.00
a.m. onwards the Christmas Coffee Morning
will be held THE VILLAGE HALL, details to be
shown on the notice board nearer to the date.
Donations and raffle prizes and help with these
events would be greatly appreciated.
Thank you to everyone who supports St. Giles
Hospice and if you can volunteer or help in any
way please do not hesitate to contact me any
time.
G. Crowe Chair
Home :01543 491760

Mobile :07944 089681
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We are a Health & Wellness business that combines localised cryotherapy, massage and holistic
heat treatments. Our treatments promote beauty and overall physical health. Our holistic yet modern
view of health and wellness help us to enhance our client’s quality of life. Helping them address the
effects of ageing, injury, pain and inflammation, skin conditions and inch loss. Our Cryotherapy
treatments can help you achieve instant inch loss, solve skin conditions such as eczema and
psoriasis, relieve swollen sports injuries and enable our clients to look & feel healthier.
Arthritis and Chronic Pain management for joint disorders and rheumatoid disease. When people
with arthritis get involved in regular cryotherapy treatments, they feel an immediate sensation of
relief that most medications cannot produce. But it is the long-term pain management benefits that
cryotherapy offers that can help people with arthritis to feel less pain and get back to living their
lives.
Sports Recovery from Injury The methods that some athletes use
to recover from injuries or to allow themselves to continue playing at
an elite level have been making the news lately. If you’re an athlete
that wants to be able to be at your peak performance level safely,
then you need the help of cryotherapy for faster recovery from the
stress of competitive sports training. Cryotherapy creates sustained
results, and it does not have any of the side-effects that some
medications and supplements have.
Cryo-Beauty for Anti-Aging Facials and Chronic Skin Conditions
A Cryo-Facial triggers an increased production of collagen, resulting in
smoother, Tighter, more even skin tone, reducing visible signs of
aging. Improves the appearance of scars and fine wrinkles.
Expels toxin deposits, leaving skin radiant with natural nutrients.
Close the pores on the skin and eliminates puffiness.
Skin becomes smoother and more even toned with regained elasticity
and improved overall “youthful” feeling.
Cryo-Stimulation for Cellulite and Inch Loss
Go under the ice not the knife this is the coolest way to burn 800 calories whilst hyper-charging your
metabolism into burning fat instantly. Blood flow is stimulated and lymphatic circulation improves in
the target area, which is extremely beneficial for reducing cellulite, improving skin elasticity and
muscle tone. Overall lymphatic and blood microcirculation will be improved leaving the skin tighter,
toned and lifted. Faster fat loss by destroying fat cells with increased metabolism and
microcirculation will efficiently eliminate stored toxins.
SPECIAL OFFER – MENTION LONGDON LIFE FOR VILLAGER DISCOUNT
ON MASSAGE TREATMENTS
Join our mailing list and you could win one of our rejuvenating mini cryo-facial’s worth £28

Email hoticetreatmentrooms@gmail.com
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An update from Gentleshaw Common, Staffordshire
Wildlife Trust.
The Mire is looking wonderful at the moment as the Cotton Tail grass
is out in the flower. Last year our volunteers took on the task of cutting
areas of the dominating purple moor grass that grows in the mire.
This grass can become very dominant
if not managed. The grass cutting has
had a positive effect, with swathes of
cotton tail grass and other low growing
mire species establishing. We will be
continuing this grass cutting as part of
a rotation to ensure we get different
age structures on the reserve.

Cotton Tail Grass now growing in cut areas of Purple Moor Grass.

As I am sure you are all aware, The Common has looked very different the last few months
after a spate of fires that spread across the reserve. Nearly 14 hectares of Heathland went
up in flames in the two weeks that followed the Easter Bank holiday.
A 51 year old man has been charged with 10 accounts of Arson and will appear before
Stafford Crown court in June.
Areas that were burnt have started to
slowly recover and we are monitoring
closely. Bracken is the dominant
species in some of these areas and
this will be sprayed according to the
spraying plan that we are working too.
We are asking visitors and locals
around the Common to be vigilant,
especially as we are nearing the drier
summer season.
A sorry sight to see a few weeks ago
but the Reserve is slowly recovering.

If you would be interested in helping us by being our eyes and ears on the reserve when we
can’t be around, then please email:gentleshawcommon@staffs-wildlife.org.uk or phone the
ranger team: 01384 221798.
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We have just started to refurbish the outdoor classroom at the top of the Common. It has
seen better days so we are replacing the log seats for new and sprucing up the sign.
This will be great when we start having
the local school out with us on the
Common, learning about why this
reserve is so special. It’s also a great
place to stop and listen to some of the
birds that live on the reserve. On a
recent visit I watched a couple of tree
pipit’s squabble with a Cuckoo, a funny
sight to watch and one I will remember.

The Outdoor Classroom looking great in
the dappled shade.

Our volunteers join us on the second and fourth Wednesday of every month. If you would
like to join the friendly team then phone the ranger on 01384 221798 and we can let you
know more information. Alternatively, you could even become a member of the
Staffordshire Wildlife Trust; the money raised goes towards looking after the 27 reserves
we look after, one of the reserves being Gentleshaw Common. If you would like more
information about membership then phone 01889 880100.
Hayley – Southern Heathlands Ranger.

Sue

Look deep into nature and then you
will understand everything better

Qualified
Mobile hairstylist

Albert Einstein

Longdon Resident

Our Parish Council web site is

email longdonpc@outlook.com

Telephone
01543 491514

deadline for the November issue of
Longdon Life is 1st October, 2017

07729 683 646

www.longdon-staffs.info/council

email longdonlife.editor@gmail.com
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Longdon Cricket Club Season Update
With the weather being beautiful sunshine most weekends the club has been able to
fill almost all of their fixtures so far this season. A great start to the season has seen
us win almost all of our matches so far, both at weekends and during week day
matches. The club is going from strength to strength on the pitch, with some new
faces joining the club over the off season giving us more depth to the squad.
However we are still looking for new players so if you fancy a game then let us know
we would love to have you!
We also have a few fundraisers coming up over the next few months, to help support
the club throughout the coming years. As you may be aware we are losing our
ground next year. So we are now facing the reality of finding a new ground, the
fundraisers will help us to achieve this and we would really value your support in this
with the fundraisers we will be doing; our annual village match day is now into its
20th year! Always a great day out and well attended if you want to come down for a
light hearted day with plenty of laughs please come join us on Saturday 15th July.
We will also be joining forces with the Wishing Well Anglers Association to put on a
Halloween Extravaganza @ the Village Hall on Saturday 28th October which we hope
will be another success following on from the last few years we have put on the
event.
I will look forward to giving you another update come the end of the season.
Kind Regards,
Tom Bonser, Captain Longdon Cricket Club.

JUST FOR FUN – how many England Cricket Test Team players,
past and present, can you name?
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“Hooked on Cricket”
Halloween Extravaganza
Saturday 28th October 19.30 till late!
@ Longdon Village Hall
Halloween Fund Raiser for
Longdon Cricket Club
and
Wishing Well Angling Association
An evening of Live Music, Real Ale and Socialising!
Fancy dress not compulsory but strongly encouraged – with a prize
for scariest dress!
Full Bar facilities available
Tickets only £7.50 including buffet
Tickets available now from Longdon Post Office or
call Tom Bonser on 078525 13608
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St James The Great, Longdon
As I sit down to write this article, I have just returned from the
cathedral, where I took part in the “Come Follow Christ first steps”
event. This was Bp Michael’s way of introducing our new diocesan
strapline – “Come follow Christ, in the footsteps of St Chad”, and it
was a wonderful time for fellowship, resourcing, prayer and praise.
In a most un-Anglican way we all pushed to the front (at the bishop’s invitation) so we could
see what was going on, and more importantly, actively take part. As we stood there we
heard our current bishop speak most inspiringly about our very first bishop, St Chad. We
also heard how we can use the story of Chad’s life and ministry as our inspiration.
Bp Michael talked to us about how we were gathered together to look back, but also to look
forward. So we were reminded of the life and ministry of Chad. How he initially felt that he
was called to be Bishop of York, which turned out to be wrong; but how he later felt he was
called to be Bishop of Mercia (a much larger area even than our current large diocese), and
how this proved to be right. And about how Chad’s example of hospitality, his enthusiasm
for learning and his commitment to prayer should be an inspiration to us all as we seek to
follow Christ in our daily lives.
We also heard about how the diocesan vision for the next 5 years will see all of us; the
diocese, the parishes and we as individuals, being encouraged to commit ourselves afresh
to the keys areas of discipleship, evangelism and vocation.
The morning gave us the opportunity to get a taster of these through the many displays and
resources on offer including the Discipleship Marketplace, Vocation Location, the
Community of St Chad Prayer Space and Evangelism Made Real with Sanctus St Mark’s.
The worship at the beginning and the end of the event was lovingly led and joyfully
celebrated. The vibrant life of our diverse diocese and our five established mission themes
were reinforced as we sang and prayed together.
I was there in my role as Lichfield Deanery Funeral Champion, which meant I was among
those who staffed the stall with all the information about funerals. Despite how it sounds, we
all had a good time and spoke with many people about the importance to funeral planning
and how churches can support the bereaved in their time of loss. This is a theme I will be
returning to in a future article, but if you would like to think about planning your own funeral
please do speak to me about it. Naturally enough, I brought some excellent resources
home with me.
This event was the first step in a significant journey that I believe will develop in the coming
months. I pray that we shall all walk joyfully together, following Christ in the footsteps of St
Chad.

Patronal festival – July 30th at 11am we shall be celebrating our Patronal Festival, our
‘church birthday’ if you will. We are delighted that Bp Michael, the Bishop of Lichfield will be
preaching and presiding that day, when we especially remember St James, his life and
mission. Everyone is very welcome to come to this service.
God bless you all,
Jan
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What’s On at St James The Great Church Longdon
Please come along and join in with…...
Services Traditional and New….
Sundays at 11.00
Wed at 10.00 Communion
First Sunday 8am Communion
Third Sat of Month Messy Church at 4pm
followed by meal together.
More details at the church gate.

Would you like to nurture an interest
in the Church History? Or contribute
to the church upkeep? HOW…..

Special Service with the Bishop of
Lichfield. July 30th- St James Patronal
Festival. Do come along and meet the
Right Revd Dr Michael Ipgrave 11.00am

Regular Activities

x

Pop along to
help with the
gardening
(Groundforce)
Second Sat and last Friday of the
month 10am -12.00

x

Cleaning Group (Holy
Dusters)Every Tuesday morning.
Help welcome.

x

Become a member of the Friends
of Longdon Church … details in
church.

x

Become a Bell ringer..

x

Support fundraising events..

Jam Club on Mondays during term time
2pm -3.30pm for Babies and Toddlers and
their Mums and carers

Sausage Sizzle Barbecue
Evening
July 28th 7pm at the Church
West Door
(Details on Notice boards )

Next Messy church sessions
July 16th
Sept 16th
October 21st
November 18th
Dec 16th
Great for families!

Next Coffee Morning
August 9th at
1, Old Barn Mews, Hilltop
10.30am

Harvest Supper at the village hall
October 13th

Coming Soon - Carers Group
on the first Thursday of the month
10.30am. Starts October 5th

These and current details are available by
logging on to the church website

Contact Pam Cherry 01543 490194

http://www.stjames-longdon.org.uk
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The Not So Secret Garden
Article submitted by Lawn‘N’Order

Autumn Lawncare
A great looking lawn is the centrepiece of a fabulous garden.
Now is a busy and important time in the lawncare calendar after summertime use
and the stresses of summer weather.
Here are a few tips on how to prepare your lawn for the winter and make sure it is
thick and healthy for a great start next spring.
Autumn Feeding.
Autumn feeding will help reduce moss and set up your lawn for a great start next
spring, it will also help protect the grass leaf from disease and replace vital nutrient lost
from regular cutting of our lawns. Remember, feeding and regular mowing during the
year will make your grass stronger and more resistant to wear, tear and disease.
Lawn Weed Control
It’s not too late to control weeds, use a “Selective” weed killer.
These are specially designed for use on lawns and will not kill the
grass.
Moss Control
Apply a moss control, normally found in Autumn feeds to help
control the moss. You should expect the moss to go black, when it
does, rake out and the surrounding grass will naturally fill this gap.
Over seeding your lawn,
Choose the right grass seed and over seed your lawn, it will pay dividends for kerb
appeal next year. For showcase lawns, typically the front lawn, you can use “Fine
Grass” mixtures like Green Velvet Perfectionist otherwise we recommend Green Velvet
All Rounder. Both have different germination periods, so keep well-watered until
germination has occurred.
Ants
It’s not too late to treat Ants with “Nemasys No Ants” these are safe &
effective nematodes which are watered directly into the ants
nests. Repeat again next Spring.

REMEMBER TO ONLY USE PRODUCTS AND EQUIPMENT AS DETAILED IN THE
SPECIFIC PRODUCT BROCHURES AND ALWAYS CHECK FOR SPECIAL
INSTRUCTIONS WHEN CHILDREN AND ANIMALS ARE IN THE GARDEN OR HAVE
FREE ACCESS TO THE GARDEN.
IF IN DOUBT NEVER USE WITHOUT FIRST OBTAINING SPECIALIST ADVICE
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Longdon Show
40th Anniversary
Sunday 10th
September 2017

Chiropody Services
Paul Adams Chiropodist
Dip.Pod.MMCh.S
Clinic and home visits
Telephone 01543 274166

If anyone has photos from past
shows
please could you let us have
copies for display

Lawn 'n' Order
' You grow, We mow'

There is something for everyone to
enter – baking, vegetables, flowers,
preserves, photography,
children’s classes

Retired businessman launching
new venture, offering friendly,
dependable and trustworthy
garden maintenance.
Services include: - Lawn
cutting/edging, weeding,
hedge/shrub trimming,
leaf collection

NEW CLASSES THIS YEAR
a Craft Category
Card Making
and
Illustrated Poems

Please call Keith
on 01543 491194
or 07823 387949
to discuss your
individual requirements.

Photography Classes will be:
Adults – Sunsets
Children – Hobbies
Black and White – Memories

JUST FOR FUN…….

Further details from
Martin Sandground - 490123

how many words of 3 or more letters can
you make out of…..

Ghostly goings on…… what happened to
the Lemon Drizzle Cake and the
disappearing blackberry from last year’s
show….will they re-appear??....editor

LONGDON AND GENTLESHAW PARISH

35

Longdon Life Summer 2017

C
CA
AN
NN
NO
OC
CK
KW
WO
OO
OD
D&
&G
GE
EN
NT
TL
LE
ES
SH
HA
AW
W

G
GA
AR
RD
DE
EN
NIIN
NG
GC
CL
LU
UB
B

Welcome
There is always an open invitation and a warm welcome to anyone who would like to come
along to a Club meeting and sample an evening with us. It costs £2 for an occasional visit,
or annual membership cost is £10 per person per annum. Club members benefit from a
discount at four garden centres on production of a valid membership card. We meet on the
second Tuesday in the month in the Village Hall, Buds Road, Cannock Wood. Meetings start
at 7.30pm and tea or coffee with biscuits is served at the end of meetings.
Garden and Home Produce Show 9 September 2017
Our annual Show will take place on 9 September in the Village Hall, Buds Road, Cannock
Wood. There is no charge to exhibit and all class exhibits are open to non-residents of
Cannock Wood and Gentleshaw. Entries to be set up between 10am-12noon then the Hall is
closed between 12noon-2.30pm for judging to take place. The Hall is then open to the public
from 2.30pm-4.30pm. Presentations will take place at 3.30pm followed by the raffle draw.
Entrance cost for visitors £2.00 to include tea/coffee, cakes available; free entry for
accompanied children and for exhibitors. There are 48 classes including home grown flowers,
vegetables and fruit. Home Produce includes marmalade, jam, lemon curd, chutney, fruit
cake, fruit scones, cup cakes and Victoria sponge to specified recipe. Three classes of pot
plants, two classes of flower arranging including flowers arranged in a basket and flowers
arranged in a teacup and saucer. There are three classes for children to enter. For further
information please contact the Secretary on the number at the bottom of the page. Free
booklets and booking forms available.
Speakers and Topics 2017
So far this year we have had some excellent speakers on a variety of topics at our monthly
meetings. Our speaker on 13th June is Jeff Bates 'Pests & Diseases in the Garden'. The July
11th speaker will be Darren Rudge 'Tea bags, Bras and Tights - household items to make
gardening more effective' then on August 8th we have Peter Shelley 'A handful of straw'.
Trips and Visits 2017
The summer trip will be to Wollerton Old Hall. The autumn trip will be to Powis Castle,
Welshpool.

For further details of any of the above, or about joining the Gardening Club, please contact
the Secretary on 01543 682525
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Thai Green Curry sent in to
us by John

DRU

YOGA
on Mondays
7.15 -8.30pm

Yoga and relaxation for all ages and
abilities
No need to book in just come with a yoga
mat and wear comfy clothes.

S T R E T C H
AND RELAX

Ingredients
1 tbsp Vegetable oil
1 tbsp Thai green curry paste (according
to taste)
1 tbsp Soft dark brown sugar
1 or 2 Thick stalks lemongrass, flat end
bashed
2 Chicken breasts boned and chunks
6 to 8 Kaffir lime leaves torn into pieces
400 ml r 14 fl oz Coconut milk
Good shake of light Soy sauce
Small handful of coriander roughly
chopped
Zest of lime and lime juice

At the Village Hall on Mondays
10.30- 11.30
An hour of movement, stretching,
breathing and relaxation.
No floor work
Refreshments.

Both Classes restart on Monday

September 11th
At Longdon Village Hall

Heat the oil in a wok or large frying pan,
add the green curry paste and sugar then
cook over a high heat for about a minute.

Further details call
Val
07737272085
valpassey@yahoo com

Add the lemongrass, chicken, lime leaves
and lime zest until everything is coated.
Add the coconut milk, soy sauce then
simmer for 25 minutes until thickened
slightly. Stir in the coriander and lime
juice, plus seasoning, leave to rest for two
minutes. Now serve with a fried fragrant
rice.

Member of the Professional Register of Dru
Yoga Teachers and
the Heart of England Dru Yoga Association

All of the clubs and organizations in Longdon and Gentleshaw welcome new
members and visitors. Pop along sometime and try something new – you never
know, you might enjoy yourself.
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Longdon Club & Institute (the Club)

Celebrations !!
The resoundingly successful relaunch of the Club at end of April was a fitting celebration
after a year on standby. More than fifty villagers enjoyed the professional entertainment and
the welcoming, relaxed party atmosphere in the fully refurbished Club till late in the evening.
A happy social event – a sign post of the revitalisation of the Club - and more to follow.

What was done?
During the spring the Club was completely redecorated, the lighting greatly improved, the bar
upgraded and fully stocked (including real ale), the cellar modernised, and the changes are
ongoing. All the result of many hours work by members and volunteers.

What’s its basis?
The Club has served the community for 97 years in many ways – recreation, leisure,
education, social cohesion, special events – with an ambience of belonging.
Feeding children cooked dinners during the 1926 strike, facilities for the WI till 1936,
raising proceeds for a War Comfort Fund 1939/45, facilities for Village Old Peoples
Committee 1950s, Pre-school Play Group 1960/70s and village parties for special events eg
Queen’s Diamond Jubilee are some of the ways the Club has served the community.

What’s to follow?
The emphasis is to serve the community interests and wellbeing by:
* holding frequent, evening, entertainment events,
* encouraging regular village group activities (afternoons/evenings) eg meetings,
social “get-togethers”, interest courses,
* continuing traditional indoor games eg bingo, dominoes, cribbage, snooker,
pool, darts, chess, and including competitions
* providing for family functions eg weddings, and for special occasions.

What’s the financial state?
The Club is a Not-For-Profit, 3rd Sector organisation whose income is from subscriptions,
donations and from takings at the bar: there is no call for Council funds. Any operating
surplus is reserved for maintenance and upgrades, and the accounts are officially audited.
At the AGM the balance was reported as healthy and the 2018 subscriptions set at £15 per
adult and £25 for a couple. In May, membership was 67 paid-up members – and growing!

What’s the management?
New energy, new drive! At the AGM new officers and a management committee were
elected: namely, Alan Rowe, Chairman; Jeff March, Secretary; Sharon Cane, Treasurer;
and seven eager members completing the Management Committee.
Jenny Smith stepped down from the Chair after many busy years. Janet Allen retired after
20 years as Treasurer and many as Secretary . Thank you Jenny and Janet.

Come, Join, Enjoy – ideas welcomed
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Coach House Catering
creating food with love and passion for that special occasion
or diverse dietary requirements,
we are always experimenting and continuing to learn.

Wedding, Parties, Functions, Business Meetings, Private Dinners catered
for. We provide a Meals on Wheels service and are happy to do more.
Please feel free to contact me regarding a quotation or to discuss any
special requirements.
We arrange local cookery classes; £45.00 half day or £80 full day
Gift vouchers available a perfect birthday or Christmas present
For further information and prices please contact me on coachhousecatering@hotmail.com
Or telephone 07748648242
Contact : John Watkins RIPHH British Guild of Master Chefs Honorary Member
The Coach House, Brook End, Longdon, Rugeley, Staffordshire WS15 4PB
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The following report from Richard Meere, our Foreign Correspondent, has just
been received…….
I was lucky to have worked in the Black Country for many years. Its local dialect
always intrigued me. Holidaying in France from time to time, I thought it useful to take with
me some indigenous phrases that I heard during my working life, suitably translated of
course. Here are a few in case you need them, with more to follow next time:
(i)
Well, I’ll go to the foot of our stairs (an exclamation of surprise)
Je suis étonné(e) / Je suis bouche bée (gobsmacked) / Je suis bluffé(e) (bowled over) / Je
suis sur le cul (literally on « on my bottom with surprise »)
(ii)
Dead birds don’t fall out of the nest (your flies are undone – or Winston
Churchill’s reply to it)
Votre braguette est ouverte
(iii)
Wallop Mrs. Cox, your mother’s won a duck (an expression uttered after a
sudden noise)
Tape Madame Cox, ta mère a gagné un canard!
(iv)
That’s where they put the pig on the wall when the band goes by (Lower
Gornal legend)
A cet endroit ils mettent un cochon sur le mur quand le groupe passe.
(v)
Here they come, some on bikes (no idea of meaning)
Voilà ils arrivent, certains à vélo.

And for our readers who would like to further broaden their
knowledge and reading material,

The Mobile Library dates for 2017 are
5 July, 26 July, 16 August, 6 September, 27 September,
18 October, 8 November, 29 November, 20 December
Check the library web site for further details

The library stops at LONGDON POST OFFICE & STORE 10am – 10.30am and
LONGDON GREEN at the VILLAGE GREEN 10.40am – 10.55am
Please use the mobile library and help keep this service viable
Desert Island Books…. Which would be your 10 books that you would
take to your desert island…….
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Advice: Urgent - Ransomware Incident
Received from the Office of the police and crime
commissioner Staffordshire, May 2017
Although by now the ransomware cyber attack on Friday 12 May, is over the advice below
may offer some protection advice for the future and is well worth reading.
x
x
x
x

Install system and application updates on all devices as soon as they become
available.
Install anti-virus software on all devices and keep it updated.
Create regular backups of your important files to a device (such as an external hard
drive or memory stick) that isn’t left connected to your computer as any malware
infection could spread to that too.
Only install apps from official app stores, such as Google’s Play Store, or Apple’s
App Store as they offer better levels of protection than some 3rd party stores.
Jailbreaking, rooting, or disabling any of the default security features of your device
will make it more susceptible to malware infections.

Phishing/smishing
Fraudsters may exploit this high profile incident and use it as part of phishing/smishing
campaigns. We urge people to be cautious if they receive any unsolicited communications
from the NHS. The protect advice for that is the following:
An email address can be spoofed. Don’t open attachments or click on the links within any
unsolicited emails you receive, and never respond to emails that ask for your personal or
financial details.
The sender’s name and number in a text message can be spoofed, so even if the message
appears to be from an organisation you know of, you should still exercise caution,
particularly if the texts are asking you to click on a link or call a number.
Don’t disclose your personal or financial details during a cold call, and remember that the
police and banks will never ring you and ask you to verify your PIN, withdraw your cash, or
transfer your money to another "safe" account.
If you have been a victim of fraud or cyber crime, please report it to Action Fraud at

http://www.actionfraud.police.uk/
For more information visit the force website at www.staffordshire.police.uk.
Regards,
Paula James
Community Engagement Officer
Neighbourhood Watch
Email: mailto:paula.james@staffordshire.pnn.police.uk (SSA) Advice Urgent
Ransomware Incident
Forwarded to LL from Richard Clarke, Neighbourhood Watch correspondent

41

Longdon Life Summer 2017

KEEP THE BRAIN THINKING AND WORKING
Just how much ‘stuff’ do we actually take in without
‘thinking about it’?
If you were asked to describe someone or something
that you had seen but not really noticed would you be
able to? Here is a page of fun memory exercises.
In this issue of Longdon Life on page 19 is a childrens Spot It activity.
1) How many spot it pictures are there?
2) Name the pictures
3) Name the pictures in the order they are printed
What items are on your kitchen work tops right now?
What items are stored in your fridge door?
Write down 15 random words. After 2 hours how many can you remember. How many can
you remember before going to bed?
These are the people in your book club.
Close your eyes. No no – open them otherwise you can’t
read the question!!
Look at the picture. Count to three. THEN after closing
your eyes describe from memory what everyone is wearing.

174 + 37 – 9 + 19 + 6 =

917 + 197 + 719 =

How many of these names will you remember in the morning?
Jack; Mable; Susan; Derick; Petra; William; Maurice; Carol; Gail; Austin; Peter; Abby
Hope this was a little bit of fun ….Editor
STOP PRESS…..just as we were about to go to print, this diary event came
in…….

Brass Band Concert
LONGDON WI are promoting a concert with Lea Hall Brass Band at St James School Hall,
Longdon on Friday 6th October at 7.30pm with a Fish and Chip supper.
Tickets £10 and children concessions availabale.
For tickets/details call 01543 490427 or 493623
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…
POLICE non emergency
101
BT faultline
0800 800 151
GAS emergency
0800 111 999
ELECTRIC power loss dial your suppliers’ emergency number
NATIONAL GRID
0800 111 999
WATER South Staffs
0800 389 10 11
Lichfield District Council
01543 308 000
Staffordshire County Council
0300 111 80 00
Citizens Advice
03444 111 444
AGE UK
0800 169 20 81
SAMARITANS
dial 116 123
ROYAL BRITISH LEGION welfare
0808 802 8080
Hospitals
Burton Queens
01283 566 333
Lichfield Samuel Johnson
01543 412 900
Stafford
01785 257 731
Cannock
01543 572 757
Christ Church, Gentleshaw
Revd Lynn McKeon
01543 670739
Email: lynn.mckeon@ btinternet.com

Funeral
Directors
C.T. and L.
Marshall
Independent Funeral
Directors
Established in 1863
We are a family company
who have been providing a
compassionate and personal
service to the
bereaved for over 150years.
Lynn is continuing our
family tradition to ensure
you and your family are
provided with a dedicated,
professional and very caring
service at an extremely
emotional time.
“W
When you need someone
to turn to and help you carry
out the last wishes of your
loved one, or to help you to
plan the funeral you know
they would want, please call
me, anytime, day or night,

St James The Great, Longdon
Revd Jan Waterfield
01543 410751 or 07905 539 111
Email: ja
anwaterfield@ blueyonder.co.uk

Sincerely, Lynn
Marshall”

Dial-A-Ride Village Community Bus Service

01283 512705 or
01283 544320
Book by latest 4pm day before travel
Service runs Mon-Fri 9.30am-3pm
Adult return £3.50 single £2.50
Children 5-11 £2.40 r £1.20 s 11-15yrs £2.50 r £1.50 s
Older/Disabled persons pass holder FREE
Booking lines are open: Monday to Friday 8am to 4pm.
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Available 24 hours a
day, 7 days a week

01543 490 381
Or mobile
0789 623 9288
Horse drawn funeral
carriage available.
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Something is changing…….a huge THANK YOU to Val Passey for compiling
The Village Planner back page for so long…..Val is looking at new ideas and a
new layout for the planner for future editions.

Longdon Parish Council members
Members of the Parish Council
Name

Ward

Telephone

Cllr. Brian Butler

Longdon

01543 493883

Cllr. Phil Couchman

Longdon

01543 491594

Cllr. Gina Duckett, Chair

Gentleshaw

01543 491190

Cllr. Ann Fullwood

Longdon

07772 127776

Cllr. Coralie Kemp

Longdon

07841 436184

Cllr. Heather Meere

Gentleshaw

01543 682010

Cllr. Elaine Stevens

Longdon

tba

(Vacancy)

Gentleshaw

tba

Cllr. Ken Taylor

Longdon

01543 490532

Cllr. John Watkins-Smythe

Longdon

07748 648242

Cllr. Chris Webb, Vice Chair

Longdon

01543 490218

The contact details for Cllr. Elaine Stevens will be added to our web page as
soon as possible. Please see www.longdon-staffs/info
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