 Longdon Parish Council


Minutes of the Council Meeting of Longdon Parish Council held on Tuesday 14th October 2025 at WI Hall Ford Lane Longdon.

Present: Chairman: Cllr. Brendan Cooper (Chairman)
               Parish Councillors: Cllrs. Trevor Johnson (Vice-chairman) Gladys Crowe, Louise Cotter, Denise 
              Barnicle, Peter Matthews.           
               Other Councillors: County Cllr. Janet Higgins
               Clerk: C E Gracey
               Public Attendee: 5 residents
               Councillor Apologies: Cllrs. Rob Strachan and Tony Howarth

The Chairman Cllr. Brendan Cooper opened the meeting, and welcomed Members to this month’s meeting.  
    
	Min No.
	Item
	Action

	561

561.1
	Apologies & Acceptance of Absence 

Cllrs. Rob Strachan and Tony Howarth submitted their apologies for tonight’s 
meeting.
	

	562


562.1
	Public Participation – this will be limited to 15 minutes (5 minutes per speaker)

Two residents attended and Lynn Marshall reported that in their opinion grass cutting contractor Andy Walker is doing a marvellous job, parish areas look better than they have in a long time.  She understood that he has received abusive messages from unknown senders.
Thank you to Cllr. Louise Cotter for tending the tubs on Longdon Green.

A lady, Anne Marshall is about to move into the parish and is looking forward to joining the community and will be volunteering for litter picking and other jobs as required.

Two other residents Anne Mulligan and Jamie reported the broken fence, overgrown trees and hedgerow on Grange Hill and Lower Way Upper Longdon, vehicles have damaged the roadway to avoid the overgrowth, the land belongs to SCC.  Cllr. Trevor Johnson (Vice-chairman) reported that a quote has been obtained to prune the trees and shrubs but we’re waiting on SCC as to whether they will do the work or the parish council.  County Cllr. Janet Higgins reported that she will follow it up and let the clerk know.

One of the residents also asked if the minutes can be posted on the notice boards as not everyone has access to the internet, this was agreed.

The residents left the meeting at 7.pm
	

	563

563.1

	Declaration of Interest

Cllr. Louise Cotter declared a non-pecuniary interest in item 8 and a pecuniary interest in item 12.
	

	564




564.1
	Council Minutes: To confirm as a correct record Minutes of the Meeting of the Council held on 9th September 2025

Resolved that the minutes of the monthly Full Council Meeting held on 9th September 2025 were approved proposed by the Cllr. Trevor Johnson (Vice-chairman) seconded Cllr. Louise Cotter and carried.
	

	565

565.1
	Matters Arising
Cllr. Denise Barnicle declared a non-pecuniary interest in minute Nr. 554.6.
	


	566

566.1
	County Councillor’s Report

Cllr. Janet Higgins reported on the items that were discussed at the last meeting, and new items namely:
A51 speeding traffic – no further comments.
Borough Lane – no further comments
Shavers Lane steps – as discussed in item 11.
Longdon Hall School – Inconsiderate parking.  Highways Officer Garry Hunt is going to arrange a meeting with the school for a full discussion on the problem.
Longdon Vountary Group – A grant is being issued towards the proposed pantomime.
A51 RTA data (5 years) – Cllr. Janet Higgins has enquired about the information, no response to date.
	

	567

567.1
	District Councillor’s Report 
 In his absence Cllr. Rob Strachan emailed the Chairman with an update on planning application 25/01072/FUL which has been refused.  He also commented that there were various planning applications and if there were any concerns to contact him.
	


 

	568


568.1








568.2


568.3


568.4


568.5


	Planning Applications : To consider the recently submitted planning applications (below) and any other planning matters ie. previous objections
25/01072/FUL – Erection of agricultural building at Land West of Hay Lane at Sandmarts Farm (Enforcement) Longdon Green. – Objections - -Inappropriate use of the green belt with no special circumstances.- Overdevelopment of the site -Unlawful use of the land as the present use is agricultural use, a change of use to equestrian use has been refused several times. The livestock kept are horses and pigs - Existing buildings are unlawful as no permission was granted -The proposed development is almost identical to the previous refused applications -The access to the land via a private driveway as claimed in the application is not available to the applicant and therefore significantly changes the nature of this application in as much as the only access to the land is via a gateway which is approximately 15 metres from the highway -The proposal is very close to a neighbouring listed building.
The proposal would have an impact on the green belt.
25/01098/COU- Conversion of existing agricultural barn and curtilage to a dwelling house (use class C3) with associated proposed extension to the building, external alterations, parking and associated works at Windmill Farm Stockings Lane Upper Longdon. – no objections
25/01123/LBC - Works to a listed building roof to replace sarking felt layer with a breathable membrane at 67 Upper Way Upper Longdon – no objections
25/01196/FUL – Erection of an agricultural barn at Oak Meadow Farm Borough Lane Longdon – Objections inappropriate development in the green belt with no special circumstances – overdevelopment of the site.
25/00908/LBC – Works to listed building to replace 8 nr. timber windows from the South, East and West Elevations at Hill Top Farm Hill Top Longdon -no objections
(i) Brook End, Longdon – The property has been repossessed by the bank, they are getting contractors to clear the site and the property will be sold at auction.
	



Refused 14th October 2025

	569

569.1
	Outside Body Representatives Feedback

No meetings attended.

	

	570

570.1










	Longdon Parish Council Communication

· Communication/ engagement update – The Chairman and Cllr. Peter Matthews have updated the parish council’s facebook page. Members discussed sending out a flyer to every household with an update on last year’s survey, our actions and this year’s proposed survey, Cllr Peter Matthews will compile a draft for members to consider.

· Website update + new website administrator – Members agreed to appoint InLife.co.uk as the new Website Administrator when the present one retires in February 2026, proposed by the Chairman seconded by Cllr. Louise Cotter and carried.

· Longdon Letter – The fourth edition Winter 2025-26 is being compiled, any articles to be submitted to the Chairman.  – members discussed various items for the letter, such as flooding and what the parish council have done over the last couple of years to alleviate the problems.  Also, the dog bins, locations and that the emptying is paid for by the parish council. 

· Draft LPC Survey – 2025-26 – A copy of the online draft will be sent to all councillors for their comments, prior to being advertised for residents to complete.

· Contingency Emergency Plan for the Parish -The Chairman reported that we should develop our LPC action plan and consider the location to store an emergency box with items, ready for use.

· LPC Action Plan update – The action plan is now adopted at LPC meetings.  It will be used at the end of LPC meetings to check everything has been covered.

· Domain name + email addresses – LPC agreed to keep using our GoogleMail accounts for all LPC business on the basis of cost and cybersecurity.
	

	571

571.1



571.2


571.3







571.4

571.5




571.6

571.7
	Environment Issues

Flooding in the Parish – update (i) Lysways Lane –remains a floss risk (ii) gully cleansing – several gulley  ‘hot spots’ to be cleared before winter sets in.  LPC to discuss/decide by email. 

Grass Cutting – ongoing to schedule, which may be complete shortly, depending on the weather.

Silver-Birch Trees/Hedge Trimming Berkeley Way – On the advice of the tree specialist we haven’t carried out any work on the silver birch tree, a robinia tree was pruned and a dead tree was removed. 

Miss Piper’s Tree -It was agreed to rescind the minute 553.7 9th September 2025 and plant a new tree and reset the plaque in the same location proposed by Cllr. Denise Barnicle seconded by Cllr. Louise Cotter and carried. 

Sign Cleaning – The Chairman will treat the Brereton Hill Road signs with an anti-aigal/cleaning material.

Shaver’s Lane Steps – Cllr. Trevor Johnson (Vice-chairman) presented the three quotes for the work, the Chairman proposed McCarthy Bros seconded by Cllr. Denise Barnicle and carried.  The clerk will contact the contractor for a date for the work to be commenced.

Gates, Stiles and Footpaths – nothing to report.

LDC Litter Bag Collections – The Chairman commented on the litter bags being left awaiting collection, Cllr. Gladys Crowe commented that we have to notify LDC to collect the bags and sometimes it’s a couple of days before they are picked up.
	









	572

572.1
























572.2








572.3

572.4



572.5


572.6






572.7

	Finance  
Payments to be approved
	Payee
	Invoice Nr.
	Payment
	Nett
	VAT
	Total

	Longdon Old Peoples Welfare 
Grp
	
	DPC
	400.00
	-
	400.00

	Longdon Village Community GRP
	
	DPC
	200.00
	-
	200.00

	Wishing Well Trading(Gully Clean)
	192
	DPC
	540.00
	108.00
	648.00

	C E Gracey(Clerk’s Oct salary £838.56+ £167.60 PAYE £193.60)
	
	DPC
	670.96
	-
	670.96

	WCAVA (Payroll fee £7.80 Clerk’s PAYE Oct £167.60 Employer NI £63.23 October)
	
	DPC
	   237.33
	     1.30
	238.63

	C E Gracey(Expenses September)
	
	DPC
	     29.30
	-
	  29.30

	Datasharp Central Ltd (WiFi  Sept)
	
	DD
	     40.95
	    8.19
	    49.14

	A Walker (grass cutting + work in the parish September)
	25+26
	DPC
	 1770.00
	-
	1770.00

	FBL Services (Refurbish the
 2nd BS)
	FBLGM000877
	DPC
	   554.00
	  13.30
	  567.30

	Elan City Ltd(Extended warranty on 2 SIDS for 3yrs- 1st year 01/09/2025 – 31/12/2025)
	
	DPC
	   133.04
	  26.61
	  159.65

	TOTAL
	
	
	£ 4575.58
	£157.40
	£4732.98



Accounts for payment during September + October – proposed by Cllr. Trevor Johnson(Vice-chairman) seconded by the Chairman and carried.  Online payments were checked and authorised by two signatories at the bank Cllrs. Gladys Crowe and Louise Cotter, payments to approve and bank statement were initialled by the signatories.

Receipt & Payments 1st April to 30th September 2025 and copies of the bank statements proposed by Cllr. Denise Barnicle seconded by the Chairman and carried.

Bank Reconciliation                                    Cash Book Reconciliation,
Current Account @ 30/09//2025 £17,601.94 C/FWD                  £57,622.07
Reserve accounts @30/09/2025 £52,200.11  Receipt                 £40,143.49
                                                                 Payments              £27,963.51                                  
Balance @ 30/09/2025       £69,802.05  Bal @ 30/09/25  £69,802.05

Budget Tracker 2025-26 – 1st April to 30th September 2025.

Monthly Review access to reserves - it was considered that the cash flow is okay and should be until we receive our monies transferred from the 95day notice account.

Consider quote for repairs to 2 history boards – It was agreed by members that the boards will be repaired inhouse by volunteers.

Consider grant applications from:
The Beaudesert Trust – £250 was awarded proposed by the Chairman seconded by Cllr. Louise Cotter and seconded.  It was agreed that the Chairman should meet with Beaudesert Trust to discuss working together.

Longdon Flower Group -£200 was awarded proposed by Cllr. Denise Barnicle seconded by Cllr. Gladys Crowe and carried.

AGAR 2024-25 – complete + signed off by Forvis Mazars LLP – noted as given, completion publish on the website.
	





















	
	8.50pm The Chairman asked for a 15minute extension, agreed.
	

	573

573.1



	Correspondence Report 

To receive a report from the Clerk on Correspondence received and forwarded to Council. 
Email from the relatives of a former clerk who has passed emailed to council 13th September 2025.
Email from LDC re CILS monies emailed to council 7th October 2025.
Email from resident regarding co-option to the council emailed to the council 7th October 2025, completed form received 13th October 2025.
Email from resident regarding the tree work on Berkeley Way without prior notice to residents on WLL. Members discussed the query, the clerk will respond accordingly.
Email from SPCA with details of AGM and compliance of domain name + email addresses emailed to council 11th October 2025.
Outgoing correspondence:
Acknowledged and condolences sent to the family of the former clerk 13th September 2025. 
Acknowledgment with co-option application form to resident 7th October 2025.
Acknowledgement to resident awaiting response from the Chairman 6th October 2025.
Contacted LDC regarding notification of planning application for Shute Hill Chorley which is not in our area 11th October 2025.
	



	574

574.1

574.2


574.3

574.4


574.5

574.6


574.7
	Speeding, Policing and Safety  

SIDs data (all sites) – The Chairman to collect last quarter data to report to next LPC meeting.

SID replacement Upper Longdon Highways Officer Garry Hunt has offered to visit the resident who is against the SID location, this was agreed with a proviso that if this was unsuccessful that a location at the same site on the other side should be considered by Garry Hunt. 

Traffic at Longdon Hall Special School – As discussed in item 7.

Two new devices to be purchased – deferred until the existing second SID is located and installed.

A51 RTA data (5 years) – Cllr. Janet Higgins will get the information required.

LPC Hi Vis waistcoats update – Colour and sizes agreed, the clerk will order them and have them delivered to the Chairman.

It was agreed to ask our local PCSO to the next meeting to discuss the traffic issues and any crime updates in the parish.
	

	575

575.1

575.2

575.3

575.4
	Asset Repairs

Bus shelter repairs – work complete

History Boards repairs – as agreed in item 12.

Sign Cleaning in the parish –as agreed in item 11.

John the Handyperson – It was agreed to give the person a trial job, and see how it develops.  A broken stile will be the first job and Cllr. Louise Cotter will forward the details to him.
	

	576

576.1








576.2
	Policies to review and approve

Financial Regulations
Complaint Procedure
Training Policy
Disciplinary Policy
Grievance Policy

All policies as above proposed by the Chairman seconded by Cllr. Trevor Johnson (Vice-chairman) and carried.

IT Policy – deferred until the meeting.
	

	577

577.1
	Consider co-option Application to the Council

Members agreed to ask the applicant to the next meeting in November so she can see how the council operate and the procedure of a council meeting.
	

	578


578.1
	Longdon Village Hall- Overgrown trees adjacent to the hall belonging to a cottage

The Clerk has emailed the Chairman and Secretary of Longdon Village Hall for an update on the trees, the Village Hall Committee were going to contact their own insurance about the problem, no response has been received as yet.
	

	579


579.1
	Items for future meetings: To consider items for inclusion on future agenda (no decisions will be taken in this item)
The Chairman reported the Delimit sign on Brereton Hill Lane junction A51 was missing and the clerk will report it to SCC.
	

	580

580.1

	Date of the Next Planned Meetings are:
Tuesday 11th November 2025 at WI Hall Ford Lane Longdon at 7pm.
	

	581
	Meeting closed at 9.10pm
	



Signed…………………………………….…Date………………………………………….
